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July Centralblatt. In his studies he used Sommer’s apparatus for permit¬ 
ting only a fine pencil of light to enter the eye. To measure the pupil he 
made use of a pupilometer invented by himself, and he combined this in¬ 
geniously with the Westien lens. This paper deals with the various refine¬ 
ments of technic which Bumke has developed in his studies of the pupil 
reflexes. 

2. Clinical Experiences with Veronal. Spielmeyer has tested this drug, 
which was reported by E. Fischer and J. von Mering to be the most useful 
of the new class of hypnotics studied by them. Spielmeyer gives his ex¬ 
perience of 450 doses of the drug, ranging from one-half to two grams 
each, in hot milk or tea, or in wafers. This experience is favorable. Sleep 
ensued as a rule after about half an hour; in severe insomnia, after i/ 2 to 2 
hours. Scarcely any unpleasant effects were observed,—no gastric or in¬ 
testinal symptoms, and nothing to contraindicate its use in arteriosclerosis 
or heart disease. Jolly and Oppenheim have mentioned a kind of drunken¬ 
ness or some heaviness in rare cases. Occasionally a macular rash appears. 
Spielmeyer concludes that veronal is a good sedative and above all one of 
the most valuable hypnotics. 

3. The Present Position of the Pathological Anatomy of the Nervous 

System. —Nissl’s reflections on the development of the branch in which he 
is so distinguished are instructive and entertaining. He speaks of three 
periods in this development: the first ending in i860 with the researches of 
Max Schultze, Deiters and Gerlach—the histological period; the second 
comprising two decades, was dominated by Meynert—the period of fiber 
anatomy, in the latter part of which Weigert’s method appeared, also Gud- 
den’s and Flechsig’s methods and studies of cortical localization; the third 
period, beginning in 1890, is marked by the Golgi method and the neurone 
doctrine. The greatest progress at present is being made along the lines of 
histo-pathology. W. Pickett (Philadelphia). 

NEUROLOGISCHES OENTRALBLATT 

(Vol. 22, 1903, No. 12, June 16.) 

1. The Weight of Brains and Parts of Brains of Infants and Older Chil¬ 

dren. H. Pfister. 

2. A Contribution to the Diagnosis of Tumors of the Thalamus and Frontal 

Lobe. Bayerthal. 

I. The Weight of Brains of Infants. —Pfister in this article gives a 
resume of all the work he has done on brain weights. He has examined 
302 brains, of which 161 were from males and 141 from females; 228 of 
these brains were used for partial weighing. The children from whom 
these brains were obtained were from one week to fourteen years of age, 
and were inmates of a charity institution. Only normal brains were used, all 
pathological conditions being rejected. The tables as given show how the 
work was done. Some of the conclusions Pfister reaches are as follows: 
The total brain weight of boys is larger than that of girls, this difference 
in the beginning of life is small (10-15 gr.), but becomes greater as life 
advances. In the developmental period the brains of boys gain more weight 
than those of girls. The relation of weights is not constant, but varies con¬ 
siderably. The absolute weight of the cerebellum is smaller in the female, 
and in the course of development the cerebellum of the male gains more 
rapidly. The relative weights of the cerebellum varies in children of the 
same sex and age. The cerebellum grows faster, especially in the first, 
third and second third period of life, than the whole rest of the brain. The 
weight of the middle cerebrum is larger in the boys than in the girls in all 
conditions. The weight of the cerebrum also varies considerably in brains 
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from the same conditions. In a little more than one-half of the brains 
examined, the left hemisphere was a trifle heavier. 

2. Diagnosis of Tumors of the Thalamus and Frontal Lobe. Not 
completed. 

(Vol. 22, 1903, No. 13, July 1.) 

1. The Cytodiagnosis of the Liquor Cerebrospinalis. S. Schoenborn. 

2. A Contribution to the Study of Tumors of the Thalamus and Frontal 

Lobe. (Concluded.) Bayerthal. 

1. The Cytodiagnosis of the Liquor Cerebrospinalis. —The author re¬ 
fers to the highly interesting experiments that have been carried on by 
numerous French observers for the past two years, where an examination 
of the cerebrospinal fluid taken by lumbar puncture showed a leukocytosis 
in certain diseases. He quotes Sicard’s conclusion that “by all syphilitic 
and metasyphilitic diseases of the central nervous system, a more or less 
high grade lymphocytosis can be found in the cerebrospinal fluid.” This 
finding was only obtained in such diseases where there was an irritation of 
the meninges, as in general paresis, myelomeningitis, tabes dorsalis, in seven 
cases of multiple sclerosis and in seven from eleven cases of herpes zoster; 
the latter an interesting finding. Lymphocytosis was not obtained in polio¬ 
myelitis, syringomyelia (old cases), old hemiplegia, polyneuritis and func¬ 
tional cases. Schoenborn confirmed this finding in eight cases of tabes 
dorsalis, and did not find it in other cases. This finding is very interest¬ 
ing, and examination of the cerebrospinal fluid may be an important aid 
in the diagnosis of organic diseases, especially of syphilitic origin. 

2. The Diagnosis of Tumors of the Thalamus and Frontal Lobe. —The 
history of the first case is as follows. Woman, 31, first complained of 
vomiting and gastric disturbances. This was soon followed by a weakness 
in extremities, and she was compelled to go to bed. Examination showed 
a paresis of the right upper and lower extremities, no changes in sensation 
and no changes in the reflexes of either side. The face was not involved. 
The pupils are equal; the left one does not react to light. There is incon¬ 
tinence of urine and feces. The mental condition is dull, stupid and 
apathetic, and responds incoherently to questions. No change in eye 
grounds. The left parietal bone is tender on pressure. Further examina¬ 
tion later showed no change, except that a few days before operation she 
developed a clonic, sometimes fibrillary tremor of the right side of the face, 
which was followed by a paralysis of the lower branch only. The eye 
glands showed a beginning choked disc and the reflexes became exag¬ 
gerated on the right side. An operation was performed on the left side 
over the motor region, but no tumor was found. Post-mortem examination 
showed a tumor, a gliosarcoma, of the left optic thalamus. 

The second case was properly diagnosed. Woman, 37, previously 
healthy. Admitted to the hospital for melancholia. Patient became 
changed in disposition and apathetic; would complain of headache, left 
frontal region. Later attempted witticisms. One day had a general epi¬ 
leptic convulsion, which was followed by a right-sided hemiparesis, later by 
a complete brain paralysis. Double choked disc, more marked on the left 
side, was found. The patient would hardly reply to questions. Had agra¬ 
phia. Would recognize correctly by name objects placed before her. Later 
a dilatation of the left pupil with ptosis, weakness of the left abducens, 
hyperesthesia of the supra- and infrar-orbital distribution of the left side, 
and finally a right-sided hemianopsia appeared. The woman died, and a 
sarcoma of the left frontal (basal) lobe was found. 

(Vol. 22, 1903, No. 14, July 16.) 

1. Remarks Concerning Artefacts Appearing in Marchi Preparations. E. 

Stransky. 
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2. Concerning the Diagnostic Value of Irregular Pupils in the so-called 

Organic Nervous Diseases. J. Piltz. 

3. Concerning the Pathogenesis of the Specific Illusions of General Pare¬ 

tics. A Contribution to the Psychological Experimental Study of 

Dementia Paralytica. A. Wizel. 

1. Artefacts in Marchi Preparations. —The author calls attention to 
the presence of black staining particles in the fibres of peripheral nerves, 
which have been in some way injured in removal. These particles are 
found in the retracted portion of the fiber, and round and cuneus-shaped 
granules are found running parallel to the long axis of the fibre, but never 
extending to its periphery. These masses may be present when the ap¬ 
pearance otherwise is perfectly normal. Stransky calls attention to the im¬ 
portance of recognizing these masses. 

2. Irregular Pupils. (Continued article.) 

3. Specific Delusions of General Pareis. (Continued article.) 

(Vol. 23, 1903, No. 11, June 1.) 

1. The Descending Tractus Tecto-Spinalis, the Nucleus Intra-Trigeminus 

and the Localization in the Retina. 0 . Kohnstamm. 

2. Congenital Pupillary Rigidity. M. Reichardt. 

3. The Pathology of Toxic Brain Diseases.—W. Alter. 

1. The Tecto-Spinal Tract. —The secondary motor tracts are gaining a 
greater clinical and physiological importance. These tracts are also de¬ 
scribed as coordinating tracts. It has been thought that the tractus tecto 
spinalis has its origin in the cells situated in the anterior quadrigeminal 
bodies, then cross in Meynert's decussation and run in the opposite pre¬ 
dorsal longitudinal bundle to the ventral column of the cord. The author 
has been unable to find in the cells of the anterior quadrigeminal bodies a 
“reactionary tigrolysis” after hemisection of the cord, but saw such cells 
in the middle of the mesencephalic trigeminus nucleus; so Kohnstamm 
concludes that this is the only nucleus in the roof of the mid-brain which 
sends fibres to the spinal cord. He quotes the experiments of Van Gehuch- 
ten, Parlow, Miinzer and Wiener in corroboration of this view. The au¬ 
thor agrees with the views of Helmholtz and Exner regarding the cause 
of localization in space, which are given in full. 

2. Pupillary Rigidity.■ —Reichardt discusses the importance of the pres¬ 
ence of immobility of the pupil from a diagnostic and prognostic stand¬ 
point. It may occur ten years or more before the symptoms of tabes or 
general paralysis show themselves, or it may be a manifestation of cerebral, 
spinal or hereditary syphilis. He details two cases, one a paranoiac, and 
the other an idiot and epileptic, who had rigidity of the pupils. The last 
case died, but a microscopical examination showed no cause for the condi¬ 
tion, so Reichardt assumes that this may be a congenital condition. 

3. Pathology of Toxic Brain Diseases. —Alter refers to Ceni’s interest¬ 
ing contributions regarding the specific autocytotoxine and antiautocyto- 
toxine which Ceni found in the blood of epileptics, and dwells on the im¬ 
portance of this finding. He speaks of the growing tendency to regard as 
the cause of certain psychoses, as general paresis and epilepsy, a toxic 
process which acts upon the nerve cells. 

Weisenburg. 

ARCHIVES DE NEROLOG1E 

(Vol. 15, 1903, No. 90, June.) 

1. Latest Conceptions and Definitions of Hysteria. Albert Charpentier. 

2. Psychiatric Clinic at Geissen. Paul Serieux. 

1. Hysteria. —The author compares the views set forth by Bernheim: 



